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LIMDIS 

CAPE TOWN FOR AMBASSADOR BOWDLER 

JOHANNESBURG FOR CONGEN AND STEMPLE 

1.0. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SREF, PINS, BC, SF 

SUBJECT: SSRC LEADER MOKOENA DETAINED BY BOTSWANA POLICE 

1 . SUMMARY: A WEEK AGO A SOUTH AERICAN STUDENT CAME TO THE 
EMBASSY TO INEORM US THAT SSRC LEADER SIMON MOKOENA WAS DE- 
TAINED BY BOTSWANA POLICE ON EEBRUARY 23 ON SUSPICION OP 
BEING "SOUTH AFRICAN AGENT". FROM SPECIAL BRANCH WE CON- 
FIRMED AN INVESTIGATION IS UNDERWAY OF CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUND- 
ING UNAUTHORIZED VISIT BY MOKOENA AND FOUR COLLEAGUES TO RSA 
IN JANUARY. THE FIVE, PRESUMABLY EN ROUTE TO SOWETO, WERE 
DETAINED IN ZEERUST BY SAP. MOKOENA ESCAPED BUT OTHER FOUR 
REMAINED IN CUSTODY. ONE HAS SINCE FALLEN TO HIS DEATH WHILE 
IN CAPTIVITY IN JOHANNESBURG. THIS MESSAGE REVIEWS 
FACTS AND ANALYZES HYPOTHESES ABOUT THIS BIZARRE AND 
UNEXPECTED DEVELOPMENT. END SUMMARY. 
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2. MOKOENA'S STORY OF HOW HE ESCAPED FROM SA POLICE 
AFTER DETENTION APPARENTLY NOT ACCEPTED BY ENTIRE SSRC 
COMMUNITY HERE. SOMEONE TIPPED OFP BOTSWANA POLICE 
WHO, ON BASIS OP THE TIP AND CIRCUMSTANTIAL EVIDENCE, 
WERE READY TO DEPORT HIM TO RSA IMMEDIATELY. HOWEVER, 
LOCAL UNHCR REP INTERVENED AND CONVINCED POLICE (A) TO 
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KEEP MOKOENA IN BOTSWANA PENDING INVESTIGATION AND (B) 

TO ALLOW UNHCR TO EIND COUNTRY OTHER THAN RSA TO WHICH 
MOKOENA COULD BE SENT. 

3. POLICE INVESTIGATION HAS BEEN COMPLETED. NEITHER 
UNHCR NOR EMBASSY KNOWS RESULTS. WE HAVE LEARNED THAT 
GOB HAS DECLARED MOKOENA "PROHIBITED IMMIGRANT". HOW- 
EVER, IT HAS NO PLANS TO DEPORT HIM TO SOUTH AERICA. 

UNHCR CURRENTLY TRYING TO EIND COUNTRY, PREEERABLY IN 
AERICA, TO ACCEPT HIM. (LAST PERSON IN SIMILAR CIRCUM- 
STANCES WAS EVENTUALLY SENT TO LIBERIA.) UNHCR REP 
SURMISES MOKOENA WILL BE IN DETENTION "A LONG TIME" 

WHILE SEARCH FOR RECEIVING COUNTRY UNDER WAY. 

4. COMMENT: MOKOENA WAS PROBABALY TURNED IN BY ONE OE 
HIS EELLOW STUDENTS. UNHCR REP AGREES AND CONCLUDES THIS 
INDICATES A "SPLIT" IN SSRC, A DEVELOPMENT WHICH UNHCR 
DEPLORES. WE DO NOT KNOW THE MOTIVATION OE MOKOENA'S 
COLLEAGUES — OR REASON EOR THE DEADLY ALLEGATION THAT 
MOKOENA IS SOUTH AERICAN AGENT. HOWEVER, THE UNANIMOUS 
REACTION AMONG EMBOEES HERE WHO MET MOKOENA, AND USIS 
LIBRARIAN (HIGHLY RESPECTED U.S. CITIZEN) WHO HAS DAILY 
CONTACT WITH WIDE RANGE OF SSRC STUDENTS, IS THAT MOKOENA 
IS NOT SAG AGENT. TO EXPLAIN EVENTS, WE HAVE DEVELOPED 
EOLLOWING HYPOTHESES IN DESCENDING ORDER OE PROBABILITY: 

A. THAT MIKOENA IS NOT AN AGENT; THAT HE WAS SET UP 
BY ANC/PAC/SOVIET EMBASSY OR OTHER LEFT-LEANING PERSON 
OR ORGANIZATION DESIRING TO WEAKEN STUDENT LEADERSHIP 
AND SILENCE SSRC VOCAL CRITICISMS OE ANC AND OTHERS WHO 
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ARE SEEKING TO CONVINCE STUDENTS TO ACCEPT MILITARY 
TRAINING: 

B. THAT MIKOENA WAS SET UP BY SAG IN ORDER TO WEAKEN 
SSRC LEADERSHIP; 

C. THAT HE WAS UNEAIRLY ACCUSED BY A RIVAL SSRC 
MEMBER WHO FOR SOME REASON HARBORS PERSONAL ANIMOSITY 
TOWARDS MOKOENA; 

D. THAT HE ACTED STUPIDLY IN MAKING UNAUTHORIZED 
TRIP TO RSA DURING WHICH HIS FRIENDS WERE DETAINED; THAT 

HIS ESCAPE EROM SAP WAS UNBELIEVEABLY LUCKY, A COMMENT APPLIES 
EQUALLY TO A AND C ABOVE. 

E. FINALLY, THERE IS THE POSSIBILITY HE IS AN AGENT 
OE SAG. 

5. WE WOULD WELCOME ANY INEORMATION OR REACTIONS EROM 
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ADDRESSEES, ESPECIALLY FROM JOHANNESBURG, AS TO MOKOENA'S 
BONA FIDES, RELIABIILITY, REPUTATION, ETC. THERE IS 
APPARENTLY A SPLIT IN SSRC HERE; EITHER MOKOENA OR 
HIS POSSIBLE ANTAGONIST MAY BE WORKING FOR SAG. IF 
SO, WE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW ASAP. 

NORLAND 
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